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Freedom of Information Request - Reference No: 20180503  
 
REQUEST 
 
Please can you tell me how many times South Yorkshire Police was called to 
incidents at schools in 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017? 
 
For each incident, I would like to know the year, the name of the school, the policing 
district and the nature of the incident reported. 
 
CLARIFICATION: 
 
West Yorkshire have said similar and we've gone for your suggestion of crimes at 
schools/educational establishments, rather than incidents. I think you're right that it 
will produce more useful results. 
 
 
RESPONSE  
 
I approached our Crime Management Systems Analyst for assistance with your request. She 
conducted a search of our two crime management systems: (CMS -  our legacy system 
which provides data up to 4th December 2017) and our new CONNECT system which 
records crimes from this date onwards.  Due to difficulties with the way in which the data is 
extracted, data from our new CONNECT system is currently presented separately.  
 
Each of these systems record complaints or allegations of those matters which the Home 
Office specify should be recorded as ‘crimes’ and using the criteria above our Crime Analyst 
has provided me with the raw data which meets the criteria of your request.  
 
As such,  I can confirm that South Yorkshire Police holds information relating to the criteria 
of your request, but having reviewed this in detail, I am not prepared to disclose this to you in 
full.  
  
Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 requires South Yorkshire Police, when 
refusing to provide such information (because the information is exempt), to provide you the 
applicant with a notice which:    
a. states that fact,  
b. specifies the exemption in question and  
c. states (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies. 
 
The following exemption applies to the disclosure of the information: 
 
 
 
 
Section 40 (2) – Personal Information 
This is an absolute exemption and therefore a Public Interest Test is not relevant.  However, 
for clarity, I will explain my rationale for engaging this exemption.  

Section 40(2) provides that information is exempt if it is the personal data of someone other 
than the applicant and disclosure would breach any of the data protection principles. The 



term ‘personal data’ means data that relates to a living individual who can be identified.  This 
may take an obvious form of ‘personal information’ such as a name but can also include 
information which, if aggregated, can pinpoint an individual. 

With this in mind, whilst not explicitly naming individuals, the cumulative effect of a full 
disclosure i.e. year, the policing district, the name of the school, and the nature of the 
incident reported, would present the very real possibility of individuals being identified.     

It is important to note also that the name of the school would ordinarily be provided within the 
House details field of the crime scene which is not a mandated field.  This field is also a free 
text field which, if completed, results in different variations of the spelling and wording of 
specific school names. This makes variations in the names of individual schools difficult to 
capture resulting in incomplete and potentially misleading data.       
  
Aside from these issues however, I am prepared to disclose most of the requested data on 
the attached spreadsheet which should be read alongside the following search criteria: 
 
CMS(ii) Data 
 
I have searched for offences recorded where the Crime scene premises type is SCHOOL / COLLEGE 
or NURSERY SCHOOL / PRE-SCHOOL and the offence was recorded on the CMS(ii) crime register 
between 01-Jan-2013 and 04-Dec-2017.  
 
 
CONNECT 
 
I have searched for offences recorded MO Desc 1 is Location, MO Desc 2 is Educational 
Establishment, MO Desc 3 is School and the offence was recorded on the CONNECT between 05-
Dec-2017 and 31-Dec-2017.  
 
 
We have had to take a slightly different approach to extracting the data from CONNECT as the data is 
not recorded in the same format as the legacy system CMS(ii). 
 
SYP have changed their central crime management system in December 2017. Therefore data from 
the new system cannot be used as a direct comparison due to the different ways in which crimes are 
recorded. However, the data has been given to comply with original request and displayed here to 
show an outline trend. 
 
 
 
 


	Freedom of Information Request - Reference No: 20180503

