Overview
Amey PLC, on behalf of Sheffield City Council, is part way through a contract to fell a
number of trees across the city that have been declared dangerous, dead, dying and
deceased.
Work began in summer 2017, and approximately 5,500 trees have been felled so far with
more than 200 left to remove. The remaining trees are all in contentious areas - Amey has
also yet to begin the removal of World War I memorial trees.
Since the work to fell trees began, there has been consistent opposition and protests - in
the beginning there were small numbers of protestors (20-30) who were mainly local
residents with links to the main opposition group STAG (Sheffield Tree Action Group). This
group is comprised of local residents, who have a good relationship with SYP's Protest
Liaison Team. However, on Monday 22 January, this changed - approximately 80-100
protestors gathered at Meersbrook Road and their tactics changed from vocal, to violent,
with damage caused to fencing

Previous SYP Response
Sheffield City Council sought a
injunction to protect the works taking place, and can use
this to prosecute anyone breaching the designated safety zones.
The contractors, Amey, employed an SIA accredited security team to prevent protestors
from entering safety zones and they use a three-warning system prior to removal of anyone.
SYP has previously remained neutral in its approach towards the tree protests. A response
plan was in place to deal with issues as required, however the activity prior to Monday 22
January, has meant that an ongoing presence has not been required . As the protest activity
has increased and become more violent in nature, this has been reviewed.
New SYP Response
Supt Paul Mccurry, silver commander for Op Quito, is running a multi-agency silver
operation
The PSU officers will be
there to react to incidents if they occur, while the protest liaison team will be there to
ensure protestors are clear on the limitations of the injunction
will also
be on site to ensure SYP continues to maintain a measured and proportionate response.

Aim
To provide proactive and transparent commentary, relating to SYP's policing response to ongoing
tree-related protest activity in Sheffield.

Objectives
•

Inform media and stakeholders of the reason for SYP's change in police response

•

Issue updates relating to operational activity on a proactive and timely basis

•

Provide reassurance to local residents

•

Maintain public confidence in SYP

Audiences I Stakeholders
•

Sheffield residents and wider Sheffield communities

•

Local business owners

•

Protest groups

•

SYP staff and officers

•

Sheffield City Council and Amey Pie

•

Office of Police and Crime Commissioner

Issues
•

There is significant protestor footage circulated on social media, showing what protestors claim
is unreasonab le force during the removal of protestors, including pictures of police officers
watching and not taking any action. This has resulted in claims that the police officers are failing
in their duties to protect people.

•

Protestors are quick to release footage to social I traditional media,

•

There is a lack of clarity around the meaning of rea sonable force, with many onlookers claiming
Amey is using unreasonable force when removing protestors from the safety zone.

•

There is a lack of understanding around key legislation - for example, what constitutes part of
the highway, if an incomplete safety zone means protestors are within their rights to be within
it.

•

The gene ral public's opinion and tolerance for the subject of the trees is waning.

This is the recorded Communications Policy document and included in the release of information
through our Publication Strategy
Our Deputy Head of Communications has advised the following, it should be noted there are a two
inaccuracies in the document as follows:

1. Page 6 – Roles.
The council’s section should read SCC will manage the release of information on behalf of the
council, not Amey. This is a copy and paste error.
2. Page 4 – Tactics/ Channels.
In the initial approach – the off-the-record briefing did not take place and was not offered to the
media. It was agreed as a tactic in January, however following the hold on further tree activity the
decision was made not to reconsider this tactic, and instead, issued a proactive media statement and
took part in on-the-record media interviews with the gold commander (23 February 2018).

