
Forthcoming Hearing 
 

A public Misconduct Hearing will take commence at 10am on Wednesday 27th February 2019 

and may run for 8 days. 

 

Authorised members of the public wishing to observe the misconduct hearing should attend 

at The Lifewise Centre, Kea Park Close, Hellaby Industrial Estate, Rotherham S66 8LB. 

PC 230 Matthew Lucas, a serving officer with South Yorkshire Police, will answer nine 

allegations that his conduct amounted to a breach of the Standards of Professional Behaviour 

in respect of Duties and Responsibilities, Discreditable Conduct and Honesty and Integrity. 

 

Lee Walls, a former officer with South Yorkshire Police, will answer three allegations that his 

conduct amounted to a breach of the Standards of Professional Behaviour in respect of Duties 

and Responsibilities, Discreditable Conduct and Honesty and Integrity. 

 

It is alleged that PC Lucas and former officer Walls, on various dates between August 2007 and 

July 2012, used the force helicopter to obtain inappropriate footage of members of the public. 

It is further alleged that they failed to report the misuse of the force helicopter and gave 

untruthful accounts when interviewed.   

 

The hearing will be held at the Professional Standards Department, Churchill Way, 

Chapeltown, Sheffield. 

 

The hearing will be held in public via use of a livestream link to the Lifewise Centre. Members 

of the public should not attend at the Professional Standards Department. 

 

Anyone wishing to attend the hearing may do so on condition that they do not take any step 

that could lead to the identification of any of the complainants in the case. A signed 

undertaking, agreeing to the condition, will be required in advance of access to the public 

hearing. 

 

Section 46 of the Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1998 empowers a Court to make 

reporting restrictions in respect of adult witnesses on the application of a party to the 

proceedings. Such an order is for the lifetime of the witness and automatically protects them 



from identification in the media. Consequently, reporting restrictions previously imposed at 

Sheffield Crown Court will remain in place during this misconduct hearing in order to protect 

the identity of the complainants in the case. 

 

In addition each complainant is protected by the automatic right to anonymity pursuant to 

Section 67 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003. 

 

In particular, the following directions must be adhered to: 

 

1. The use of film/ and or sound recording equipment is prohibited; other than for official 

use 

2. The taking of photographs is prohibited 

3. The use of live, text-based communications for the purposes of simultaneous 

recording of proceedings is prohibited 

 

 

 

 


