
15th March 2019 
 
Freedom of Information Request – Reference No:20190370 
 
REQUEST 
 
I am writing to you to request the following information under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000: 
 
1)Can you do a keyword search in your system to tell me how many stalking, sexual 
offences, rapes, instances of coercive and controlling behaviour or assaults have 
been reported in total since 01/01/2015 linked to the following dating apps:  
Tinder, Happn, Bumble, Plenty of Fish, Match, Inner Circle, Grindr, OkCupid and 
Zoosk.  
A keyword search for each named app and the phrases “stalking”, “sexual offence”, 
“rape”,“coercive and controlling behaviour”, and “assault” would be fine but please 
advise if another method would be more effective at finding the information I’m after. 
 
2) Please can you provide a total of reports found by type of crime and per dating app. 
 
3) Please can you indicate in the same period how many charges have been brought 
in total for all stalking, sexual offences, rape, instances of coercive and controlling 
behaviour or assaults where reference to one of the above named dating apps is 
mentioned since 01/01/2015.  
 
CLARIFICATION 
 
South Yorkshire Police has received a number of similar requests to yours in the past. 
 
https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/accessing-information/request-information-
under-the-freedom-of-information-act/sexual-assault-rape-ref-20181191/ 
 
https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/accessing-information/request-information-
under-the-freedom-of-information-act/crime-stats-sexual-offences-ref-20180889/ 
 
https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/accessing-information/request-information-
under-the-freedom-of-information-act/rape-allegations-ref-20180595/ 
 
https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/accessing-information/request-information-
under-the-freedom-of-information-act/dating-apps-offences-ref-20180583/ 
 
https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/accessing-information/request-information-
under-the-freedom-of-information-act/sexual-assaults-linked-to-dating-apps-ref-20180046/ 
 
https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/accessing-information/request-information-
under-the-freedom-of-information-act/sexual-assaults-rapes-ref-20171292/ 
 
RESPONSE 
 
I approached our Crime Management Data Returns Administrator for assistance with your 
request.  The CMS system and Connect System is used to record complaints or allegations 
of those matters, which the Home Office specify should be recorded as ‘crimes’.  
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She conducted a search of the two crime management systems. (CMS - our legacy system 
which provides data up to 4th December 2017 and our new CONNECT system which 
records crimes from that date onwards)   
 
For FOI requests such as this, we access the two separate systems and the retrieval and 
data extraction varies greatly dependant on the search capabilities and the inputted data. 
The information you receive therefore may be in two different formats depending on your 
time parameters, and the data we can provide which will be dependent on the search 
capabilities of each system.  All our systems are designed and used first and foremost for 
Policing Purposes and have limited search capability. 
 
They were able to provide me with data from which the attached spreadsheets have been 
compiled.    
 
 
CMS(ii) Data –  
 
I have included single record level data for offences recorded on the CMS(ii) crime register 
between 01-Jan-2015 and 04-Dec-2017 recorded where the following has been mentioned 
in the circumstances of offence text - 
 
TINDER  
HAPPN – NIL RESULT 
BUMBLE 
PLENTY OF FISH 
INNER CIRLE – NIL RESULT 
GRINDR  
OKCUPID – NIL RESULT 
ZOOSK – NIL RESULT 
 
I haven’t searched for the word ‘MATCH’ as results would be too varied i.e. football match 
etc. The circumstances of each offence will have to be reviewed to identify if relevant to the 
request. 
 
 
CONNECT Data –  
 
I have included single record level data recorded for offence recorded for CONNECT crime 
between 05-Dec-2017 and 31-Dec-2018, where either of the following has been recorded 
within the Initial MO –  
 
TINDER 
HAPPN 
BUMBLE 
PLENTY OF FISH 
INNER CIRLE 
GRINDR 
OKCUPID 
ZOOSK 
 
I haven’t searched for the word ‘MATCH’ as results would be too varied i.e. football match 
etc. 
 
The circumstances of each offence will have to be reviewed to identify if relevant to the 
request. 



I have checked every offence returned and provided by the administrator.  The relevant 
offences can be found on the attached spreadsheet.  
 
 
 
 
  


