
23rd July 2021 
 
 
Freedom of Information Request - Reference No: 20211390 
 
 
Your request was transferred to our department to process under the FOI Act. 
 
 
REQUEST 

 
I have focussed my dissertation on the gendered factors associated with death by 
suicide for women in South Yorkshire. The aims and objectives of this research will 
be to:  

• Explore gendered differences in suicide risk and protective factors.   

• Examine how these factors are associated with death by suicide for women 

in South Yorkshire.  

• Consider the implications of these gendered differences for strategies and 

interventions aimed at reducing the risk of suicide for women in South 

Yorkshire.  

 

It has been recommended to me that using the real-time surveillance data would 
help to enrich the analysis around the factors associated with death by suicide for 
women. I am writing to ask for formal consent to use an anonymised version of this 
dataset – (excluding data from those aged under 18.) As well as using an 
anonymised version of the data, all analysis will be conducted in a way that 
ensures that no individual case is identifiable.  
 
Clarification Request 
 
Your letter does not ask for specific information, and is only asking for permission to use a 
‘data set’. 
 
Would you like to refine your request for specific information and data South Yorkshire 
Police may hold? 
 
For example: 
 
Number of suicides between Year xxxx and Year xxxx 
Gender of the victims 
Age of the victims  
 
Etc.   
 
 
Clarification Response 
 
I am requesting access to the following data from January 2019 onwards:  
 

• Gender of those who died by suicide  

• Age range of those who died by suicide  



• Month/year of death of those who died by suicide  

• Method used for those who died by suicide  

• Ethnicity of those who died by suicide  

• Marital status of those who died by suicide   

• Occupation of those who died by suicide  

• Whether the suicide took place in a public or private place 

• Whether those who died by suicide were involved in domestic abuse – (I 
understand from colleagues in SYP that this is not available from January 
2019, but is available for more recent dates)  

• Whether those who died by suicide had dependents  

• The address AND/OR postcode OR LSOA OR SOA of those who died by 
suicide.  
 

 
 
 
 

RESPONSE 
 
I can confirm that South Yorkshire Police holds information relevant to your request, 
however, I am not prepared to release full details, and apply the following exemptions. 
 
Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 requires South Yorkshire Police, when 
refusing to provide such information (because the information is exempt), to provide you the 
applicant with a notice which:    
 
a. states that fact,  
b. specifies the exemption in question and  
c. states (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies. 
 
The following exemption applies to the disclosure of the information: 
 
 
Section 40 (2) – Personal Information 

This is an absolute exemption and therefore a Public Interest Test is not relevant.  However, 
for clarity, I will explain my rationale for engaging this exemption.  

 

Section 40(2) provides that information is exempt if it is the personal data of someone other 
than the applicant and disclosure would breach any of the data protection principles. The 
term ‘personal data’ means data that relates to a living individual who can be identified.  This 
may take an obvious form of ‘personal information’ such as a name but can also include 
information which, if aggregated, can pinpoint an individual. 

With this in mind, whilst not explicitly naming individuals, the cumulative effect of a full 
disclosure i.e. marital status, occupation, dependents, location, domestic abuse element, 
would present the very real possibility of living individuals involved being identified.     

 
Section 38(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, Health & Safety 
 
HARM 
 



It is important to stress that disclosures under the Freedom of Information Act are 
disclosures to the world, not just to the individual making the request, and such responses 
may be published on a public facing disclosure log. 
 
https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/accessing-information/request-information-
under-the-freedom-of-information-act/ 
 
Providing details regarding an individual could be viewed by those involved with that 
individual – family/friends/colleagues - as a breach in confidentiality and cause them upset.  
 
PUBLIC INTEREST TEST 
 
 
Section 38- Factors Favouring Disclosure 
 

• Disclosure would lead to a better awareness for the community in relation to this topic, 
and more people may be prepared to come forward with further information. 

• The public would have a better understanding of the work carried out by the police. 
 
Section 38- Factors Favouring Non-Disclosure 
 

• The distress that may be caused to the families concerned, by the release of material 
into the wider public domain. 

• The release of all the details could seriously endanger the mental health of any 
person(s) involved.  

• Loss of confidence in the public authority in protecting such sensitive information 

Balance 
 
I have carefully considered your request for information. The key test when considering the 
public interest is to establish whether in all the circumstances of the request, the public 
interest in disclosing the information is not outweighed by that in maintaining the exemption 
As we have already said, a Freedom of Information request is not just a release to the 
person making the request, but also to the world. It cannot be clear at present what effect 
disclosures made by a Freedom of Information response may have upon anyone involved in 
any way.  We would not wish to cause any unnecessary distress to the families by the 
release of any information. 
 
Aside from these issues however, I am prepared to disclose some data on uncorrelated 
tables, to avoid triggering the above exemptions.  
 

https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/accessing-information/request-information-under-the-freedom-of-information-act/
https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/accessing-information/request-information-under-the-freedom-of-information-act/

